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Size and Layout
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Space

These visuals demonstrate how Reverb can be strategically applied to control acoustics, define space, 
and integrate seamlessly within architectural layouts.

Breakout/Informal Area

Breakout and informal areas are social, 
multi-use spaces designed for 
collaboration and relaxation. Acoustic 
rafts should be positioned above 
seating zones to control reverberation 
and reduce background noise, while 
maintaining an open and comfortable 
environment.

Circulation / Pathways

Circulation areas connect key parts 
of a building and require careful 
acoustic control. Rafts should be 
positioned above primary pathways 
to manage sound transfer while 
maintaining clear movement routes, 
access, and visibility.
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Zoning Within Large Spaces

In open-plan environments, rafts 
should be used to define functional 
zones without the need for physical 
partitions. Positioned above key 
areas, they create visual structure, 
improve acoustic performance, and 
support flexible, well-balanced 
workspace layouts.

Reception Area

Reception areas form the first 
impression of a space and require 
both acoustic control and visual 
clarity. Rafts should be positioned 
above desks and waiting zones to 
enhance speech clarity while 
contributing to a clean, considered 
ceiling composition.

Open Plan Environment

Open-plan environments combine 
multiple activities within a single 
space. Rafts should be arranged in 
coordination with lighting and 
services to control overall noise 
levels, ensuring a balanced, 
comfortable, and acoustically 
effective workspace.
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Meeting/Collaboration Spaces

Meeting and collaboration spaces 
require controlled acoustic 
conditions to support clear 
communication. Rafts should be 
positioned directly above tables or 
central zones to reduce sound 
reflection and improve speech 
clarity.

Double height / Open Soffit 

In double-height or open soffit 
environments, rafts should be 
suspended within the exposed 
ceiling to control acoustics in 
larger volumes. This approach 
maintains the architectural intent 
while improving overall acoustic 
performance.
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Design Recommendations

Coordinate early – Develop panel layouts alongside lighting and M&E services to avoid clashes and 
redesign later in the project.

Align with key elements – Set out panels in relation to lighting, grids, and architectural features.

Maintain consistency – Use consistent spacing and alignment to achieve a clean and considered 
ceiling layout.
Allow for access – Ensure access to services is maintained without compromising design intent.

Confirm ceiling build-up – Review ceiling void depth early to accommodate suspension and 
integration.
Consider visual balance – Adjust panel quantity and spacing to suit the scale and proportion of the 
space.
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Detail Considerations

M&E coordination – Align panel layout with lighting, sprinklers, HVAC and other ceiling services to 
maintain both performance and visual consistency.

Fixing point availability – Confirm fixing zones within the ceiling structure early to avoid clashes and 
ensure feasibility.

Ceiling substrate suitability – Assess substrate type, condition and build-up to ensure it can support 
the system and fixing method.

Suspension heights – Coordinate suspension levels with ceiling datum, services and adjacent 
elements for a consistent visual plane.

Lighting and services integration – Plan panel positions in relation to lighting layouts and service 
zones to maintain alignment and avoid disruption.

Access for maintenance – Ensure panels can be removed or adjusted to allow access to services 
above.

Load requirements – Verify structural loading capacity, particularly for larger or repeated 
installations.

Fixing tolerances – Allow for site tolerances to maintain alignment, spacing and overall visual quality.
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